Risk/benefit assessment example
[INSERT SCHOOL & STREET NAME]
Date: [DATE OF PLAY STREET]       Completed by: [INSERT YOUR NAME]
Please review and adapt to your own requirements. Consider any other risks that may be particular to your street – e.g. is there a bend in the road, steep hill, or small turning from flats where cars could exit from. Also think about extremes of weather and how this might affect things. Identify what the risk is, as well as any benefits associated with this, and any actions you can take to reduce the risk.

	Hazard
	Risk(s)
	Benefits
	Actions to reduce risk

	Moving vehicles
	Injury to volunteers when setting up road closure, or to children when playing.
	Residents able to access their cars and to come in and out of the street if necessary, minimising disruption to residents.

Children learn about road safety and to be cautious when moving vehicles are nearby.
	All volunteer stewards to wear high visibility jackets.

Road closure points to be clearly marked with appropriate signage on wheelie bins and traffic cones.

Road closure notices and door-to-door leafleting prior to event to warn neighbours in advance of the road closure.

Children and adults told to stay out of the road until ALL road closure points in place.

Stewards given briefing material in advance, briefed verbally and will follow Stewarding a play street guidance, as provided by Hackney Play Assoc.

Stewards to use whistles to gain attention of children/adults.

Floating steward on duty to look out for cars trying to leave.

	Playing beyond the barriers
	Injury to children by vehicles passing beyond the road closure barriers
	
	Stewards posted at the barriers. 

They are briefed to watch for children playing on the road beyond the barriers and will instruct them to move on the pavements if they see this happening.

	Collisions with parked cars
	Child may collide with parked car (e.g. on scooter) causing damage to themselves and/or car 
	Children enjoy being able to ride in the street more freely and develop skills

Children can develop spatial awareness by having to negotiate obstacles.
Children develop resilience and confidence through minor scrapes and knocks.
	Organiser will monitor activity and talk to child(ren) if it becomes necessary, about the need to be aware and allow space around parked cars.

Notice put on car before reminding drivers about event and suggesting they could move their cars (but not compulsory).


	Children arguing/getting upset/physical violence between children
	Bringing groups of children together in unstructured way may lead to confrontations, upsets, and possibly physical violence between them.
	Opportunity for children to learn coping skills and ways to deal with confrontation without parental/adult input.


	Organiser and steward will keep overview and will intervene if they judge it is necessary to do so. 

Stewards and organiser instructed to intervene if see any children acting violently or inappropriately - and parent informed. 


	Hazard
	Risk(s)
	Benefits
	Actions to reduce risk

	Personal injury to those people (children and adults) attending including accidents whilst playing
	Collisions between scooters/bikes/skateboards; collisions between children running around.  Slips, trips, falls, broken limbs, collisions involving adults or children in the course of play. 


	Fun, freedom and enjoyment of playing.  Children develop social, physical, intellectual and creative skills.

Riding scooters, bikes and skateboards makes children happy, active and boosts their confidence and independent mobility skills.

Children develop resilience and confidence through experiences of minor scrapes and knocks – they also learn to assess and modify their risk-taking.

Adults and children get to know their neighbours, increasing neighbourliness and community cohesion.
	Parents and carers attending to be informed via flyers and word of mouth that children with them are their responsibility at all times. 

Monitor numbers of children and types of activity to ensure that possibility of bumps is kept to a minimum.

Advertising limited so that only children from school and immediately neighbouring streets likely to be come.

Stewarding arrangements in place as described.

Hackney Council has approved the road as being suitable for temporary street play closures.



	Damage to houses
	House windows damaged by balls or other thrown objects (e.g. frisbees)
	Ball and other throwing/kicking games develops children’s hand to eye coordination.

Ball games great for engaging dads in play with their children
	Parents and carers attending to be informed via flyers and word of mouth that children arriving with them are their responsibility.

Organiser/stewards to monitor activity and talk to children/parents where necessary – e.g. if kicking balls to hard.



	Disturbance from non residents
	People come to the street and create problems – e.g. noise, inappropriate behaviour
	
	Organiser to monitor numbers and activity, talk to people/children about what’s happening and that it’s a low-key community event.

Politely ask anyone causing problems to stop or move on (with back up).

Call for assistance from local police officer if became necessary – 999 in emergency or 101 if not an emergency.

Alert parents to move children away/clear street if necessary.

	Disturbance to night shift residents or those working from home
	Noise disturbance 
	Children being loud and exuberant, sometimes is a normal part of playing freely.

Many adults enjoy the sound of children playing.
	Reminder posted in street in week running up to event to make neighbours aware.

Invitations controlled so that only children from street and immediately neighbouring streets invited.

Monitor noise levels and where appropriate intervene.

	Strong sun
	Sun burn, heat stroke
	Being outdoors regularly is good for health and wellbeing. A moderate amount of sun exposure is beneficial. 
	Stewards briefed to look out for children getting too hot or showing signs of sunburn.

Provide jugs of water and cups if possible.
Suggest sensible sun protection/hats in communications with parents and children.


